All Aboard the Heartland Express: A Complete
Guide to Amtrak Stations in lowa

In the land of rolling cornfields and timeless American values, lowa holds a
special place in the nation’s heart. But beyond its farms and festivals lies
another story—one told through the rhythmic chug of trains slicing through
prairies and the soft glow of depots under Midwest sunsets. The amtrak
stations in iowa offer a vital connection between small-town America and the
rest of the country, providing access to legendary train routes, breathtaking
journeys, and a nostalgic yet efficient way to travel.

This in-depth guide explores every Amtrak station in the state, offering insight
into their history, features, services, and role in modern-day rail travel.

Why lowa’s Amtrak Stations Matter

While many travelers might associate Amtrak with urban hubs like Chicago or
New York, the truth is that Amtrak’s power lies in its reach into America’s
quieter corners. lowa, with its collection of unassuming but pivotal stations, is
a prime example. These stations don’t just provide transit—they preserve
heritage, support local economies, and give residents access to national travel
without relying on crowded airports or long drives.

Whether you’re traveling to California’s coasts or the Southwest deserts, your
journey can start with a simple boarding pass from one of the many amtrak
stations in iowa.

The Two Routes That Cross lowa
lowa is served by two of Amtrak’s most celebrated long-distance trains:
4= California Zephyr

e Route: Chicago — Denver — Salt Lake City — San Francisco


https://amtrak-station.com/stations/iowa-amtrak-stations/
https://amtrak-station.com/stations/iowa-amtrak-stations/

e lowa Stops: Burlington, Mount Pleasant, Ottumwa, Osceola, Creston

e Claim to Fame: Arguably the most scenic route in America, the Zephyr
winds through the Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevada with sweeping
views.

2« Southwest Chief

e Route: Chicago — Kansas City — Albuquerque — Los Angeles
e |owa Stop: Fort Madison

e Claim to Fame: Known for smooth rides, iconic southwestern
landscapes, and connections to Route 66 culture.

Meet the Amtrak Stations in lowa

Let’s journey across the Hawkeye State, exploring each Amtrak stop, what
makes it special, and how it ties into the broader rail system.

22 1. Fort Madison (FMD)

e Route: Southwest Chief

e Address: 902 20th Street, Fort Madison, |A

Highlights:
Fort Madison is lowa’s only station on the Southwest Chief route and offers
travelers a beautifully restored Spanish Mission-style depot with Mississippi
River views.

Station Features:

e Indoor waiting area



e ADA accessible
e Parking available

e Nearby dining and historic districts

Why Travel From Here?
It's perfect for those looking to reach Los Angeles or the American Southwest
in comfort and style.

2% 2. Burlington (BRL)

e Route: California Zephyr

e Address: 300 South Main Street, Burlington, IA

Highlights:
An outdoor platform on the banks of the Mississippi, Burlington’s station is
modest but well-situated near local attractions and scenic vistas.

Station Features:

e Qutdoor shelter
e Basic street parking

e Short walk to downtown

Why It Stands Out:
Home to Snake Alley and historic sites, this stop offers a great mix of travel
and tourism.

22 3. Mount Pleasant (MTP)

e Route: California Zephyr



e Address: 418 North Washington Street, Mount Pleasant, 1A

Highlights:
A smaller stop with deep community roots, especially during the Old
Threshers Reunion—one of the largest heritage festivals in the Midwest.

Station Features:

e Simple outdoor platform
e No enclosed waiting room

e Street parking

Best For:
Festival travelers and those exploring lowa'’s rich agricultural history.

22 4. Ottumwa (OTM)

e Route: California Zephyr

e Address: 210 West Main Street, Ottumwa, |A

Highlights:
Unique in the state for being housed within the Wapello County Historical
Museum, making it both a train station and a cultural destination.

Station Features:

e Indoor seating
e Public restrooms
o Museum exhibits

e ADA compliant



Bonus:
You can learn about rail history while waiting for your train—where else can
you say that?

22 5. Osceola (OSC)
e Route: California Zephyr
e Address: 201 South Main Street, Osceola, |1A
Highlights:
As the closest Amtrak station to Des Moines, Osceola is critical for central

lowa travelers. It offers a proper waiting area and long-term parking, unlike
some of the state’s more basic platforms.

Station Features:

e Indoor waiting room
e Restrooms
e ADA accessibility

e Rental car access

Why It’s Key:
It's the best launchpad for travelers from lowa’s capital region.

2% 6. Creston (CRN)

e Route: California Zephyr

e Address: 116 West Adams Street, Creston, |1A

Highlights:
While passengers board from a simple outdoor platform, they’re greeted by



the sight of a historic Romanesque depot built in 1899. This station is a love
letter to lowa’s rail past.

Station Features:

e OQutdoor platform

e Free parking

e ADA accessible

Fun Fact:

The restored depot now houses city offices and a small museum-like exhibit.
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v=¢4 Relaxed, Scenic Travel

Forget TSA lines and bumper-to-bumper traffic. With panoramic windows,
onboard dining, and spacious seats, the journey becomes part of the vacation.

v=y Eco-Friendly

Train travel has a significantly lower carbon footprint than air or car travel,
making it a green choice for environmentally-conscious lowans.

=t Small Towns, Big Connections

These stations allow residents of small towns to access the entire Amtrak
system. With connections through Chicago, passengers can reach the East
Coast, West Coast, and everything in between.

v=y Affordable

With competitive pricing, especially for advance bookings, Amtrak remains
one of the most budget-friendly long-distance options.

Tips for Using lowa’s Amtrak Stations

e Arrive Early: Especially at unstaffed stations, aim to be 30—45 minutes
ahead of schedule.

e Download the Amtrak App: It offers ticket management, real-time
updates, and train tracking.

e Travel Light: Most lowa stations are smaller and may not offer luggage
services.

e Explore Nearby: Many stations are located near historical landmarks,
river walks, or quaint downtowns—make the most of your visit!

Looking to the Future of Rail in lowa



There’s growing interest in expanding Amtrak service within lowa. Proposed
new routes could eventually include stops in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, and
other major population centers. With infrastructure funding and public demand
on the rise, the humble amtrak stations in iowa may soon be joined by new
hubs and expanded service.

Until then, these six stations continue to anchor lowa to the rest of the U.S.,
offering a rare combination of accessibility, nostalgia, and genuine Midwestern
character.

Final Thoughts: Rails Through the Heartland

Train travel is about more than transportation—it's about experience. And in
lowa, that experience is shaped by warmth, history, and an ever-present
connection to the land. The amtrak stations in iowa aren’t just places to
catch a train; they’re gateways to a slower, richer, and more reflective way of
seeing the world.
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